
Continued from inside... 

If we simply add up all of these dates, we come up with 533 years! Needless to say, this is not exactly 
the 480 of 1 Kings 6:1. How do we reconcile the difference? Well, there are a couple of passages in this 
list that give us the key to understanding this timeline. The first is Judges 15:20 which says that Samson 
/ljudged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years./I This gives us a precedent for combining the years 
of the judges with the years of the oppressors they were trying to overcome. The second key is found in 
Judges 11 :26 where Jephthah states that 300 years have passed since Israel inherited the land. If, however, 
we simply add up the years from Othniel to Jephthah, we come up with 319 years already without leaving 
any time for Joshua and the elders that served with him to die and a new generation that knew not God to 
take their place (Judges 2:7-10). This 300-year limit can only be met if we combine the years of oppression 
with the years of rest. For instance, Judges 3:8 says they were oppressed for 8 years and Judges 3:11 says 
the land had rest for 40 years. The wording of the Hebrew allows us to count the 8 years of oppression as 
the first 8 years of the 40 years of rest (i.e., Israel was oppressed 8 years, then the land had rest until 40 years 
total had passed). If we add up the years from Othniel to Jephthah while combining the years of captivity 
and rest in this manner, we come up with 266 years-which easily leaves us enough time for the generation 
that knew not God to come up after Joshua died. 

Given the precedent of Judges 15:20 and the 300-year limit of Judges 11 :26, we can safely conclude 
that one must combine the years of the judges with the years of the oppressors they were fighting against, 
AND must combine the years of the oppression with the years of rest afterwards. The original language 
certainly allows for both; and, when we do both of these and add up the total, we get 454 years. This leaves 
us a reasonable 26 years for the conquest of Canaan before bringing us quite handily to our 480 years of 1 
Kings 6:1. 

Next month we will look at a chart showing the revised 480 years and then compare this number with 
the 450 years of Acts 13 :20. 

... joshua Day 
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