


WHAT DOES ONE LEARN AT A
SCHOOL OF PREACHING?

[Continued from front page|

We may currently misunderstand one or both of the passages; we may have ignored or may be ignorant
of the context of one of the passages; there may even be a difficulty in the translation of one of the
passages-but when we have studied the issue out, even if we require the help of other more knowledgeable
people in the matter, we always find the Word of God vindicated.

Another concept that will be helpful to us is the idea that God, in every point of human history, has given
His people sufficient revelation. This may seem an obvious and irrelevant point initially, but it does have a
tremendous bearing on the current study. God gave the immediate recipients of 1 Kings 6:1 sufficient
revelation to understand the date given of 480 years. They did not have to wait hundreds of years until Luke
recorded Acts 13:20 to suddenly have the key that unlocked 1 Kings 6:1. The import of this fact is that, for
the purpose of having a starting point, we can assume that the 480 years of 1 Kings 6:1 is the “correct” date,
while the 450 (and, by implication, 573) years of Acts 13:20 is the misunderstood date.

Understanding these preliminary concepts, it will help us greatly if we study carefully the 480 years of
1 Kings 6:1. How are these 480 years reckoned? At what specific point do they start? What events do they
span? What if any overlapping of events occurs during this time line? How do the 450 years of Acts 13:20
fit into the time line?

In our next issue, we will examine this time line of 1 Kings 6:1 in detail. We will also determine exactly
where the period of the judges fits into that time line and give several explanations of how 1 Kings 6:1 and
Acts 13:20 can be harmonized. Remember-God’s Word, handled aright, will always be found error free!

...Joshua Day
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